Contact

Issue 57

Summer 2021

On message
Over the past year perhaps the UK
government has made many mistakes in
dealing with the pandemic – the high death toll
perhaps suggests that more could have been
done to save lives. However one thing which
the government seems to have done well is
present one clear message to help save lives
and protect our NHS which has been held
before us prominently – HANDS FACE SPACE.
It has been a mantra over the past year
repeated by government ministers, written
on lecterns and displayed on adverts.
It’s hard to miss.
And even if we have not heard the message we
have certainly seen a whole culture changing
over the past 18 months. Now when we go
into a shop, a restaurant or a church we look
for the hand gel, we are wearing a facemask
and we get slightly nervous if someone
invades our 1 metre space. Hands Face Space.
It has become our new practice. The culture
has changed; and not only in the UK but all
over the world. Peter Drucker the business
guru says “Culture eats strategy for
breakfast”. You know if it’s in the culture
you have won, strategy can only do so much,
but a culture change is a winner.
When it comes to High Kirk church, for many
years, even before I came to the church, we
have had our own messaging in the form of
LOVE LEARN SERVE REACH. It was part of
the reason we called our small groups Laser
Groups for a while (L for Love & Learn, S for
Serve, and R for Reach).
How do we help form fully devoted disciples
in High Kirk? It is through Loving, Learning,
Serving and Reaching. We love God and each
other, we learn from Bible based sermons and
our private devotional times, we recognise that
we have gifts of the Holy Spirit that we use to
serve one another and our community and we
reach out in evangelism and mission. These
four words sum up in essence the discipleship
programme in High Kirk.

It would be the leadership’s desire that each
individual and each organisation/ministry
in the church is living out Love Learn Serve
and Reach. This is our culture. Over the next
months we will be giving clarity on the
message. As church rebuilds momentum
with the easing of restrictions it is almost like
starting church from scratch. We will be
exploring what Love Learn Serve and Reach
means in practice for us as believers. Also,
some people have joined the church over the
past year and a half and this will be a good time
to clarify the vision, to set out our stall.
Mature believers who are serious about
following the Lord Jesus Christ seek to keep
growing in these areas. Every so often it is
good to ask am I growing in loving, learning,
serving and reaching; or have I reached a point
of stagnation or plateauing. Let’s use these
next months to reassess ourselves according
to the vision of discipleship in High Kirk. This is
a good time to press reset or reboot and play
our part in establishing the culture of Love,
Learn, Serve and Reach. Better days lie ahead.
Are you “on message”?
With every blessing,

Norman

Keith McIlroy called
to ministry
We are delighted that Keith has felt a call to
ordained ministry in the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland. He has been accepted into Union
College and he hopes to start his course in
the autumn. Keith has made a tremendous
contribution to our church as an elder but also
in the past four years in his role as Associate
for Mission and Discipleship. The ministry has
really grown under his leadership and we have
appreciated his dedicated preparation and
in-depth Bible teaching both on Sundays
and in Bible Focus.
Our prayers and best wishes go with him,
Hayley and Harley as he begins this new
chapter in ministry.
If you would like to contribute to a gift for Keith
please leave it into the church in an envelope
marked “Gift for Keith”. Cheques payable to
High Kirk Presbyterian Church please. There
will be some gift envelopes available at the
Welcome Desk also. A presentation will be
made to Keith at the Sunday morning services
on the 15th August.

Back
into Church
Like many of us I have come to realise how
much of our normal routine we used to take
for granted- work, school, coffee, time with
family and friends, meals out, cinema, hugs,
sport, church. We didn’t think too much about
it because we didn’t have to. Many of us may
even have considered our lives a little
mundane or too routine!
2020 changed a lot of things for all of us
and suddenly the routine things became so
precious. We adapted in many ways and were
still able to enjoy some of these things, albeit
in a different way. Zoom for work, school and
family, takeaway coffee, phone calls, Netflix,
online church, all helped to keep us connected
in some way. However, it just wasn’t the same
as being in the office, or classroom, catching
up with people, enjoying a coffee or a meal
together, serving in church organisations or
worshipping in church together.
When restrictions eased, both in the Autumn
and recently we were able to have our services
in Church again it was so lovely to see people
we hadn’t been able to see for months.
I remember a lady coming in on her first
morning back saying she was as excited as
she had been on her wedding day! What a
touching comment.

It was strange, initially, with masks and
distancing but being in the Sanctuary was and
continues to be, an incredibly special, personal
and moving experience. We saw many people
moved to tears as they experienced the
presence of God, in a way they hadn’t even
realised they were missing.
A Joni Mitchell song says ‘Don’t it always
seem to go, That you don’t know what you
got ‘til it’s gone’. I think we have been given
something very precious – we have had our
routines, our habits, our lifestyles stopped
but now restarted. We have had a chance to
recognise the elements that make life worth
living and what feeds our soul - the important
parts! As our time fills up with routines again,
I don’t want to lose that – I want to discover
more about incorporating more of these
important parts into my everyday life and, I
hope as we negotiate the months ahead, we
can learn from one another’s experiences of
this strange time we have shared.

Nikki

During May we had 5 Communion services to accommodate as many
people as possible. We had a Wednesday afternoon service specifically for
those who had been unable to be in Church since the first lockdown.
It was a special afternoon. Here are comments from some
of those who attended:
Going back into Church after a long time
was a very meaningful and lovely experience.
Great to be amongst God’s people
worshipping together. Everything was well
organized, and we are looking forward to
Church again.

Winston & Elizabeth Hamilton
One of the special services conducted in
Church is the Communion service and for me
the Wednesday afternoon Communion
service was extra special during this time of
uncertainty. It was lovely to be back in the
Sanctuary once again and to feel the peace
that surrounds you there.
The act of Communion lost none of its
poignancy in the simplicity of its delivery and
the meditation on the Prodigal son gave us a
new slant on a well-loved story and reminded
us of the great love our Saviour has for each
one of us. Thank you.

Sadie Leacock

We believe the word ‘fellowship’ has been
given a new focus since the pandemic. Many
of us have been guilty of taking for granted the
enormous impact our fellowship at High Kirk
has on our lives.
Sitting in the pews of High Kirk on Wednesday
last for the first time since March 2020,
underlined how much we have missed that
fellowship. It was wonderful to be back in
our church, with our people and being
totally blessed in the sacrament of
communion among our fellowship.
So much of church life is about relationships
with others and we have SO missed our friends
- especially in Ways ‘N’ Means where some
very close friendships have been formed.
It is our prayer that in the new season in
September, we will be able to get back to
‘a more normal‘ situation.

Raymond and Patricia Gardiner

Colin and I had the pleasure of attending
the afternoon Communion service on 12th
May 2021. During the period of lockdown we
totally relied on and really benefited from the
online services. As Colin is unfortunately in the
‘vulnerable’ health category we were a little
hesitant about a return to a corporate service.
However, we found worshipping in the
sanctuary a totally different experience.
Being there in person gave us a greater sense
of God’s presence as we shared in worship
with other church members. To be part of a
“live” congregation proved to be a really
uplifting and, to a certain extent, emotional
time. With lockdown easing and a sense of
normality in sight, we are excited by the
prospect of being able to return to the
sanctuary and once again have face to face
fellowship with the rest of our church family.

Roberta & Colin Gourley

When the Rev Carson rang to invite me to
the Wednesday afternoon Communion service
I was delighted and said yes right away. I had
been to the afternoon service a few years ago
when I had taken my husband Matt and had
really enjoyed the enthusiastic singing of the
old hymns, and I wasn’t disappointed this time
either. I felt very emotional as Norman led us
in Communion. It was different to the usual
Communion and though we had to serve
ourselves it didn’t take away from the feeling
that we were having fellowship with those
around us.
It was a very uplifting service with Norman
giving us a new slant on the Prodigal son.
We couldn’t give each other the right hand of
fellowship at the end but we all felt the love of
God in the room. One of the old hymns I love
says ‘Be not afraid what ere betide, God will
take care of you. Under His wings of love abide,
God will take care of you’.
During these uncertain times we know we can
leave everything in God’s hands and He will
take care of us.

Agnes McPeake

The Cost
of Worship

We’re told in Luke’s gospel to count the
cost of becoming a follower of Jesus Christ,
and when we accept Him as Lord counting the
cost must continue into our worship.
In 2 Samuel 24, David has sinned again, aren’t
you thankful he’s a bit like you and me…and in
usual King David style when he finally comes to
his senses, he builds an altar to God. He wants
to build it at the threshing floor of Araunah,
the Jebusite, who tells David to go ahead, take
the threshing floor and the animals to sacrifice
with. David’s reply is so significant…
2 Samuel 24 v 24
But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist
on buying it, for I will not present burnt
offerings to the Lord my God that have cost
me nothing.” So David paid him fifty pieces of
silver for the threshing floor and the oxen.

24

To bring a sacrifice of praise it must cost us
something, just like the sinful woman who
washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and dried
them with her hair, then she poured expensive
perfume on his feet. This powerful act certainly
must have cost a lot of money, but the cost
was not just financial. This cost her reputation,
her pride, her dignity as others watched and
rebuked, but she didn’t care. Even in her
brokenness she worshipped, she knelt, she
wept, she kissed his feet, she was intimate with
the One she loved…and this expression of
worship is remembered thousands of years
later.
Let’s be a church known for our ‘intimate’
worship of the One we love and who
passionately worships the lover of our soul.

Rachel Kirk

“Oh! Christ be magnified
Let his praise arise
Christ be magnified in me
Oh! Christ be magnified
From the altar of my life
Christ be magnified in me.”

“Let the message of Christ dwell among
you richly as you teach and admonish one
another with all wisdom through psalms,
hymns, and songs from the Spirit, sin ging
to God with gratitude in your hearts.”
Colossians 3:16

This is the chorus of a new song the
worship team introduced to our congregation
this season. When I sing “Christ be magnified”,
I am challenged and reminded of John 3v30:
“He must increase, but I must decrease”. In a
year where uncertainty meets us around every
corner, plans have been scuppered and the
world seems to be a darker place in general,
I have taken refuge in knowing God is still good,
and He is sovereign.

Worship is a whole life attitude but there is
something unique about gathered worship,
no matter the size or scenario God moves in
power when His people unite their hearts in
praise.

However, like many of you, I have struggled with
the idea of “scattered” church for the better part
of a year. Services through screens have been
challenging but again, I am excited to be able to
gather as one body, to declare the glory of God
through corporate worship; and I urge you to do
so if you haven’t already. I have felt completely
at peace being back in the sanctuary worshiping
with you all, including our new little addition to
our family: Isla. She joined us in early January,
and I cannot express the genuine joy we felt
taking our daughter into church for the first time
(Easter Sunday) being surrounded by friends
and family - all gathered to praise God.

As a worship leader in the HK team, I feel
blessed to lead with a group of Christians whose
hearts are on fire for God. Worshiping together
creates space for us to be refreshed by God’s
empowering Spirit; and all worship, whether
scattered or gathered, is totally reliant on God to
make it possible.

For me leading in worship is both a privilege
and a challenge.
I feel blessed to be called to this ministry and
share in leading with an amazing worship team
in High Kirk.

The challenge is a spiritual one, in preparing
to lead worship I walk the line of inadequacy
and pride, the enemy will always seek to sow
seeds of doubt in confidence and ability or stir
thoughts of position or pride. It’s important to
stay anchored in the word and my prayer each
time I go to lead is that God would strip away
all that would hinder me and the band from
worshiping Him in spirit and in truth. As a
worship ministry we depend on prayer and
thank you for your ongoing encouragement.

As we go forward, it is my prayer that we
become reliant on God, we remain grounded
in His word, we encourage one another in love,
and “let His praise arise” as Christ is magnified in
us.

Our vision in High Kirk is to pursue spirit led
worship, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”
To go deeper in this journey here’s the
challenge for myself and our church family.
Each time we gather let’s humble ourselves,
let us adopt a posture of praise and joy,
thankfulness and humility, repentance and
love. Whether you feel far from God or walking
closely with Him come and worship and He will
meet with you. God is faithful and I trust He will
continue to bless and lead us.

Neil McKeown

Kenny Gregg

In High Kirk we seek to see children and
Young people come to a heart knowledge of
who God is and who they are in Christ, to see
transformation in them and through them.
This is our vision which remains both in the
midst of the current pandemic and beyond,
as we consider the future of our ministries.
HK Kids is one of the ways in which we help the
children in our church family to discover a heart
knowledge of Jesus and provides space for
them to be discipled as they worship in safe, fun,
creative and interactive ways. Though prayer,
praise and scripture, each child is encouraged to
think about who Jesus is and the truths that
they hear and read about in their Bibles.
Not only that, but they have opportunities to
discuss these things with their peers and ask
older christians questions about faith and the
things they are learning about. All of this
encourages them to have their own personal
relationship with Jesus, which is the hope we
all have for each child in our church family.
So what does a typical morning of HK Kids
look like?
As the children arrive they have time to chat to
their peers and leaders. We spend time praying,
having fun together through a game or
two, singing songs of worship and praise
together, learning more about the Kingdom
of God through Scripture and spending time
thinking about and discussing what has been
learnt, giving children the opportunity to ask
questions and discover more. We also learn a
memory verse together so that the children and
leaders alike have scripture in their hearts and
minds that they can carry these things with
them through their lives.
We don’t just do these things to fill time or
because they are fun but we do them in order
to build our children up in faith, in their
relationships with each other and in their
relationship with Christ and as leaders we have
the privilege of being part of this and sharing
our own faith with the children.

Matthew 21:12-17 is a passage that often
comes to my mind when I think about children’s
Ministry. After witnessing Jesus do amazing
things, the children in the temple declare
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”, while many
adults remain indignant and question Jesus
about what the children have said. Jesus
reminds these adults of Psalm 8:2 saying
“Haven’t you ever read the Scriptures? For they
say, ‘You, O Lord, have taught children and
infants to give you praise.’”

My desire for our children is that they will
declare for themselves that Jesus is Lord and will
give him praise. HK Kids is so important because
it gives them opportunities to discover Christ, to
worship Christ and to grow in their relationship
with Christ. That is why HK Kids is such a vital
ministry for our church family and why we need
people to help us to provide this ministry for our
children.
We are so thankful for the leaders of the past
and present who have given their time in order
to disciple the children in our church family.
I especially want to thank Gillian Scott as
she retires from her role as Sunday School
Administrator for the many years that she has
put into Youth and Children’s Ministry here at
High Kirk. The impact you have made on many
has not gone unnoticed and we appreciate all
that you have done over the years.
If you are interested in leading in our Sunday
Children’s Ministry from September 2021 or
have any questions about what leading in
children’s ministry may look like for you, please
get in contact with me- we would love to have
you as part of our team!
Many Thanks,

Steph

stephanie.houston@highkirk.org.uk

As many of you will know, The Movement is
one of our youth programmes which runs
mostly on Sunday nights. Our passion is to
help young people come to a head and heart
knowledge of Jesus through a programme that
allows us to engage with Him as a family of believers. I’ve been asked to share a little of
what The Movement entails during the year.

Life Groups

Life Groups run on the first Sunday of every
month. It’s a time for youth to hang out in their
year groups and get to know each other better.
We have time to catch up and time to study the
Bible and pray together. These normally run
for an hour and a half in different homes
throughout our town.

Movement

Movement runs on the second and third
Sundays of the month for everyone in year
8-14 or the equivalent for those who have left
school. We meet up, worship, study God’s Word
through talks and small groups and pray
together. We also have a social on the Friday
night before Deeper which normally changes
between nights out and nights in the church.
We’ve been online and in the sanctuary this year
due to Covid but normally we meet from
8pm-9.30pm in the Oasis.

Deeper

Deeper normally runs on the third Sunday of
every month from 8pm-9.30pm for those in
year 12-14 or the equivalent. We have times
of worship, hear talks, study the Bible together
and pray. This year has been a little more formal
due to Covid but normally there’s a relaxed feel
and nights can look very different from month to
month.

Discipleship Groups

Every year we try to run several smaller
discipleship groups. These can range from 2-6
young people and run for a set amount of time.
These groups allow us to create a smaller space
for developing our faith together as a family.

Other Activities

During the year we also have other activities
running from time to time. This year we were
involved in a joint Bible reading plan through
the New Testament with 7 other churches. We
normally head to Summer Madness every year
alongside SMMR FEST during the summer
months. We have also been trying to help our
youth engage with each other in the faith,
encouraging and challenging each other.
One aspect of this is trying to encourage
One-2-One Bible reading partners.

Prayer Link

About a year and a half ago we launched an
initiative called Prayer Link. The aim was to have
every young person being regularly prayed for
by an adult in church. We currently have the
majority of our youth covered in prayer but
Steph and I would love to see all youth and
children being covered in prayer. If you’d be
interested in committing to regularly pray for
our youth and children, please contact Clifford
at clifford.white@highkirk.org.uk

Clifford White
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From top left to right:
1. Alan and Rachel Kirk, with Benjamin and Joshua 2. Alex Boucher,
3. Alyssa Morris 4. Alison and Tierna Gill 5. Andrew Calwell,
6. Claire Montgomery 7. Michael Gregg, Alistair Gregg, Sarah Gregg,
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Sylvia Thompson, Ruth Gregg 8. June Balmer 9. Karen McCloy
10. Reegan Murray.

Register
Weddings
Sarah McClean toWilliam Sanders- 17.04.2021 [1]

High Kirk
Presbyterian
Church,
65-71
Thomas Street,
Ballymena

1
Adult Baptism
Karen McCloy(Adult)- 05.05.2021

Gladys Wright, Knockan Lodge, Ballymoney - 11.03.2021
Colin Sinclair, 2 Grange Road, Ballymena- 27.03.2021
Julie Duncan, 2
 44 Cullybackey Road, Ballymena- 05.04.2021
Trevor Overend, 39 Moorfields Road, Ballymena- 27.04.2021
Jean Neilly, 33 Greenview, Ballymena - 18.05.2021
Roy Ferguson, 1
 5 Carnburn Park, Ballymena- 20.05.2021
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